Arbeitsblatt (E10) – The Blue Revolution in India
Since the 1960s, India is pushing ahead with the Blue Revolution, the rapid increase of fish production in small ponds and water bodies, a blessing to small farmers, the nation's nutrition and its GDP. 
[image: ]The Indian fishery sector, which 50 years ago produced only 600,000 tonnes of fish, today produces 5 million tonnes, including 1.6 million tonnes from freshwater aquaculture. Although the yield from marine fisheries has stagnated, freshwater aquaculture is growing at a healthy 6 % a year. Shrimp ponds, (CC BY) eutrophication&hyp 1

"Fish culture was an art in India. We had to make it a science.
" said Dr. V.R.P. Sinha, the founding director of the Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture (CIFA), India's largest centre of its kind and the source of much of the science that has driven the growth of Indian inland aquaculture. 
1.6 million tonnes of freshwater fish per year – is that the limit of domestic demand? Not at all, according to CIFA's current director, Dr. S. Ayyappan. The Indian market can absorb an estimated 4.5 million tonnes. Of the 2.2 million hectares of freshwater bodies, only 800,000 hectares are currently utilized. Even India's vast distances, hot climate and vegetarian tradition do not place insurmountable obstacles in the way of expansion.
Ayappan stressed that in aquaculture science he needs and welcomes suitable assistance from more advanced countries. "We really need study tours of three to four months for our scientists to learn new techniques. We need to expand our research, in genetics, for example.” 


Facts & Figures
· Fish production and fish products export from India have increased considerably over the last three decades, particularly with the development of shrimp culture.
· Export which was only around 1.03 million US $ during 1971/72 has increased to 1.253 billion US $ during 2011/12.
· Japan is the major market for Indian marine products followed by the USA, China, EU member countries, Thailand, the UAE etc.
· The farming community has now become more responsive to the concepts of environmentally-friendly and sustainable aquaculture. The most visible positive impact of shrimp culture has been the improvement of the living condition of the rural poor in the shrimp farming areas. 
· Shrimp farming has led to the use of unproductive areas in the coastal region for production. It has created direct employment for some 0.3 million people and indirect employment to over 0.7 million people.
· Production of fish and marine products for the year 2014 was 6 million tonnes out of which exports were 458,000 tonnes which amounted to 1.29 billion US $ which is more than 6.5 times to that in the year 1990/91. 

(Source: http://www.fao.org/News/1998/980802-e.htm. This is an adaptation of an original work by FAO. Views and opinions expressed in the adaptation are the sole responsibility of the author or authors of the adaptation and are not endorsed by FAO.)  


Acquaculture Production in India
[image: http://www.fao.org/fi/figis/graphs/countrysector/Aquaculture/100.gif]
© FAO

Hinweis:
Weitere Bilder zur indischen Aquakultur sind unter folgender URL zu finden: http://todayaquaculture.com/photo-gallery/ 
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