

India – the white revolution
India is the biggest milk producing country in the world- even ahead of the United States by now. Dairy production has an important share in poverty reduction in India, for contrary to dairy producers in industrial countries it is above all peasants, who deliver milk to cooperatives (a merger of peasants) and agricultural associations. Farmers and their families usually have two or three cows they can buy with low-interest credits. Milk is used for personal requirements, but also offers auxiliary income for a family enabling them to finance i.e. the education of their children. Especially women buy cows and buffaloes, take care of those and thus earn more independence. Milk not needed for personal requirements is brought to collecting points, where the milk’s fat content is established. From there, milk starts its voyage to the dairy of the cooperatives. The Cooperative Amul is one of India’s biggest dairy companies. Amul collects the white gold in the mornings and in the evenings and pays the cooperative’s members.
In India ‘White Revolution’ stands for the massively state-funded growth of dairy production, meaning peasants were supported in producing and selling their dairy products. After the European Union supported this government program called ‘operation flood‘, the breakthrough was reached: India’s dairy business grew rapidly. The cooperatives the peasants take their milk to, do not only deliver to shops and supermarkets, but also convert milk into powdered milk, Ghee (some sort of resolidified butter) and other dairy products.
Thus, dairy production makes an important contribution to fight poverty, because more than three quarters of milk producers are peasants (frequently without land) with one or two cows. Dairy farming could grow without interruption in a relatively protected and regulated economy – contingents and high customer duties protected the Indian market from imports. In the nineties, however, markets were opened for dairy products from other countries and prices fell. A fact that aggravated the situation for peasants, for they could not compete with highly subsidized products from the West.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Around 90 million people are active in India’s dairy economy including 75 Million women. It still is the most important agrarian branch and contributes 22 per cent to the agricultural gross domestic product (GDP).With more than 15 per cent share in worldwide production, India is the world’s major milk producer. Indian menus cannot be thought of without milk: Indians consume almost the whole yearly production of 108 Million tons all by themselves.
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